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were brought into his presence. I was more than once an
amused spectator of these scenes; Telal's manner was concise
and sarcastic; the decision very frequently to administer a few
stripes, nowise severe ones, to both parties; the royal judge
wisely observing that insult was almost always the offspring of
provocation, and that where the fault was equally divided,
the punishment should be so too. But it was a very mild
one; a Charterhouse boy in my time (1838-44) might have
thought himself lucky had three marks in the Black Book
brought him no .aore from the dreaded head-master of our day.

We now mix with the crowd; sometimes 'Abd-el-Mahsin
would single us out, and enter into deep discussion of Arab
literature and history; or a friend from among the townsmen,
often one of the younger chiefs who had become in a certain
way our clients and companions, would invite us to peaches and
dates, with a cup of that coffee which Arabia alone can afford,
in his father's or uncle's house.

Of dinners or suppers, for either name may suit the evening
meal, I have already spoken at sufficient length, and need not
here go through the scene again. Ex uno disce amves^ at least
in what regards the comestibles through the whole of inner
Arabia from the Djowf to the neighbourhood of Ri'ad. Never
had a nation less idea of cookery than the Arabs; in this
science, anyhow, Turks, Persians, and Indians leave them
immeasurably behind; they know no more of it in truth than
just enough to bring them within the " cooking animal" defi-
nition of man. Rice and boiled mutton, all piled in one large
dish, a little indifferent bread, dates, perhaps a hard-boiled egg
or two, hashed gourds or something of the kind for garnish;
the monarch of all Shomer cum Djowf and Kheybar has no
more at his table. Wash your hands, say Bismillah (unless
you desire to pass for an atheist), fall to, eat as fast as though
you were afraid that the supper would run away, then say,
"El hamdu rillah," or "thanks to God," with an added
compliment to your host if you wish to be polite, wash your
hands again, with soap or with potash, for sometimes the one
will be brought you and sometimes the other, and all is over
as far as the meal is concerned. You have smoked a pipe or
two and drunk three or four cups of coffee before supper; you